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West Riverside Energy Center is Up and Running

A new 730-megawatt combined-cycle, natural gas
generating station near Beloit is officially in service.
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative, Central
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, and Rock Energy
Cooperative are joint owners of the plant with Alliant
Energy.

In 2016, when Alliant was in the development stages
of the $660 million project, the electric cooperatives,
which purchase power from Alliant, were evaluating
purchase options, and the idea was born for the co-ops
to buy in to the project. As joint owners of the plant, the

co-ops own capacity and receive a capacity credit.

“Although we operate independently in procuring our wholesale power, this project demonstrates the
benefits gained from electric cooperatives working together,” said Mike Wade, president and CEO of
Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative. “Our level of ownership in the new plant will benefit our members
by lowering our overall wholesale power cost. We have made a significant investment in the West
Riverside Energy Center, but the return will be reduced power costs for our members for many years to
come.”

Work on the project began back in spring 2017, following approval from the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin. The station is capable of producing enough power for more than 550,000 homes.

Alliant plans to build an integrated, six-megawatt solar facility next to the new plant, which is expected to
be finished by the end of 2020. It will be used to offset auxiliary power at the West Riverside Energy
Center.

Governor Evers Announces $50 Million “Wisconsin Farm
Support Program”

Governor Tony Evers this week announced he will grant the request from Wisconsin agriculture groups to 
provide $50 million in support for the state’s embattled farming community. The money will come from
$2.1 billion in federal funds granted to the state under the CARES Act, aimed at assisting states in the 
response to, and recovery from, the coronavirus pandemic. The Wisconsin Farm Support Program will 
provide direct payments to Wisconsin farmers.

In a statement, Evers said, “Farmers have asked for help, and this direct aid is meant to aid the farmers 
who are the foundation of our food system. Farmers also serve as the backbone of many of Wisconsin’s 
local rural economies, and these direct payments will help revitalize local economies and jump-start 
Wisconsin’s food supply chain, which has been significantly disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Farmers may apply for the funds through the Wisconsin Department of Revenue. Payments could arrive 
as early as next month.

In addition, Evers announced $15 million for the Food Security Initiative. This funding will go to food 
pantries and other nonprofit organizations to help combat hunger. Evers says the initiative will prioritize 
the use of Wisconsin food products to bolster the state’s food supply chain.

https://www.alliantenergy.com/OurEnergyVision/GenerationProjects/WestRiversideEnergyCenter
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/cases-map.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data.htm


Other CARES Act Spending

In addition to the $50 million relief for farmers, Evers announced the bulk of the state’s $2.1 billion CARES 
Act funds will go toward:

COVID-19 testing ($260 million) including $202 million for free test kits
Contact tracing ($75 million)
Preparedness grants ($75,000)
Occupational testing pilots: ($45 million) for local health departments and agencies to test in
congregate, community, and occupational settings
Public health coordinators ($10 million)
Ventilators ($40 million)
Funding for hospital systems and communities in anticipation of a virus resurgence in the fall
($445 million)
Emergency operations for off-site treatment ($200 million)
Long-term care, home- and community-based services, and emergency Medical Services ($100
million)
Small business grants ($75 million)

Paycheck Protection Program: Electric Cooperatives are Eligible

The federal Small Business Administration clarified last week that electric cooperatives are eligible to
apply for funds from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). The program is intended to assist
businesses and organizations negatively impacted by the pandemic.

According to the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), electric cooperatives stand to
lose $10 billion due to the economic impacts of the pandemic. Cooperatives across the country, and in
Wisconsin, have received conflicting responses to questions about whether they are eligible for support
under the PPP.

The Small Business Administration issued an interim final rule last week that clarifies nonprofit power
cooperatives are eligible to get federal loans to maintain payrolls. The NRECA called on Congress to
clarify the program and sent a letter to House leaders shortly before SBA issued its interim rule.

According to census data, between March 13 and May 16, 38.6 percent of the nation’s utilities applied for
PPP funds, and 20.8 percent received funds. Among all industries, 74.6 percent of businesses surveyed
applied for funds and 66.7 percent received assistance. Utilities reported the lowest negative impact of all
industries surveyed.

COVID-19 Watch: All 72 Counties Now Have Confirmed Cases

Following the state Supreme Court decision that struck down
the extension of the Safer at Home order, many of the state’s
businesses reopened with varying levels of social distancing
requirements. Daily numbers of positive COVID-19 cases
continue to show no solid pattern. Statewide, the cumulative
total is 13,885 confirmed cases* and 487 deaths. The vast
majority of confirmed cases have been in the counties of
Milwaukee (5,556), Brown (2,177), Racine (1,166), Kenosha
(921), Dane (576), Waukesha (527), and Rock (493). All of the
state’s 72 counties now have confirmed cases.

*Includes persons who have since recovered, which is now a
majority of cases.
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Across the state, most of Wisconsin’s electric cooperatives are now moving forward with plans to bring
staff back to work and reopen lobbies to the public.

Wisconsin Electric Co-ops Launch “Milk Gallon Giveaway” in
Support of Wisconsin Dairy Farmers

Wisconsin electric cooperatives are coming together to support Wisconsin farmers, hit hard by the
pandemic, by offering free gallons of milk to members. In honor of June Dairy Month, the Wisconsin
Electric Cooperative Association and 15 electric cooperatives have partnered with Kwik Trip for the “Milk
Gallon Giveaway,” to distribute potentially more than 100,000 gallons of milk.

The June issue of Wisconsin Electric Cooperative News includes a coupon for participating cooperative
members to redeem at an area Kwik Trip in exchange for a free gallon non-fat, 1%, or 2% milk, to be
redeemed at Kwik Trip on or before July 16, 2020.

Wisconsin’s member-owned electric cooperatives serve 57 percent of all dairy farms in the state.
Wisconsin dairy farmers stand to lose hundreds of millions of dollars due to the response to the
coronavirus. The “Milk Gallon Giveaway” is an effort to reduce the excess milk product and ease the
impact on all area farmers.

Other cooperatives are launching their own initiatives with food banks, dairy committees, ice cream,
cheese and butter giveaways, and scholarships.

Joe Biden Vows to Kill Keystone Pipeline, if Elected

Joe Biden’s presidential campaign this week confirmed he plans to cancel the Keystone XL pipeline
approval, if elected. The project was stalled during the Obama Administration, but approved by a
presidential order under Trump.

Construction of the $14.4 billion pipeline, which will run from Alberta, Canada, to the Gulf Coast, began
this month, and the portion that crosses the U.S. border into Canada is complete.

Canadian officials say they are prepared to go to court and file a free-trade lawsuit alongside TC Energy
Corp. if Joe Biden becomes president and follows through with his promise. In 2017, TC Energy sued the
U.S. government for $15 billion after Obama killed the pipeline project.

Analysts say Keystone XL has become a symbol of the climate change debate in the United States and
announcing opposition to the project is one way for Biden to build support among key liberal voters ahead
of the November 2020 election. Biden is also proposing banning drilling on federal lands and cancelling
existing drilling permits.

During peak levels of construction, the pipeline is expected to create 13,000 jobs, including more than
10,000 in the United States.
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Pandemic Slows Green Energy Growth

Global growth in new renewable energy capacity is expected to fall
for the first time in 20 years, according to the International Energy
Agency (IEA). The growth continues, but at a lower level than last
year. Renewable capacity additions this year are set to total 167
gigawatts (GW), down 13 percent from last year, according to the
IEA’s Renewable Market Update report.

Overall global renewable power capacity is still expanding and
expected to grow by 6 percent in 2020.

The drop in plans to build wind turbines, solar plants, and other renewable energy infrastructure this year
is due to the overall drop in energy demand, due to reduced use in commercial and industrial sectors.

The IEA expects growth to rebound next year to 2019 levels, but total growth for 2020-2021 combined is
still expected to be 10 percent lower than predicted before the pandemic.

MG&E Proposes 20-Megawatt Solar Farm

Madison Gas and Electric (MG&E) is seeking permits to build a $32 million, 20-megawatt solar farm in
Fitchburg. The O’Brien Solar Fields would be constructed on about 150 acres of farmland off of Seminole
Highway just south of Lacy Road.

The company filed an application with the Public Service Commission this week. Madison granted a
conditional use permit for the project in January.

According to its filing with the state Public Service Commission, MGE has contracts with the state of
Wisconsin, UW-Madison, the city of Fitchburg, Placon Corp., Promega Corp., and the Willy Street Co-op
to buy about 85% of the project’s energy output. The company said it plans to contract with others for the
remainder.

North Carolina Utilities Not Reconnecting Non-Payers

As utilities in many states begin plans to resume disconnects for non-payment, advocacy groups in North
Carolina are asking for an extension to the moratorium, and are critical of the state’s investor-owned
utilities and electric cooperatives for failing to reconnect people whose service was previously
disconnected.

As in many states, including Wisconsin, the North Carolina state utility regulatory commission ordered a
moratorium on disconnections of electric, gas, water, and wastewater utilities due to economic hardships
during the pandemic. The commission order also requires a six-month grace period without late fees, and
encourages all electric, gas, water, and wastewater utilities “to reconnect previously disconnected service
to the extent practicable” to customers who had been shut off. This includes customers who were behind
on bills even prior to the pandemic.

Unlike Wisconsin, the North Carolina order extends to utilities not regulated by the agency, including the
state’s 26 electric cooperatives.

Data filed with the North Carolina Utilities Commission show all utilities that disclosed data to state
officials reported fewer than 70 total electric and gas reconnections.

The data also show nearly 258,103 residential electric, gas, water, or wastewater customers would have
been disconnected April 1–25, but were not. Those bills, including late fees, would have totaled almost
$6.9 million.

GM Developing Million-Mile Electric Vehicle Battery

General Motors says it is “almost there” on developing an electric vehicle
battery capable of lasting for 1 million miles. Current electric vehicle batteries
last 100,000 to 200,000 miles.

The company announced this week it is working on next-generation batteries
even more advanced than the new Ultium battery announced in March. GM
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Chief Executive Officer Mary Barra says the company expects to sell 1 million
electric vehicles per year by 2025.

Tesla has also announced this spring it is working on the development of a
million-mile battery, expected to be released within a year.

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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